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R. N Whybray, The Making of the Pentateuch : A Methodological Study (Journal for the
Study of the Old Testament: Supplement Series 53; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1994), 221-35.
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Patterns in Genesis as Part of the Torah (Part One),” Zeitschrift Fiir Die Alttestamentliche
Wissenschaft 110 (1998): 166 - 67.

10 Schreiner and Botterweck, “1>*", ed. G. Johannes Botterweck and Helmer Ringgren,

Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament | 6 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990), 76 -77.

11 T. Desmond Alexander, “Genealogies, Seed and the Compositional Unity of Genesis,”
Tyndale Bulletin 44, no. 2 (1993): 255-70.
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13 Robert B. Robinson, “Literary Functions of the Genealogies of Genesis,” The Catholic
Biblical Quarterly 48 (1986): 601—602. 28122 FM|7| S2i|=EJ HZE2FE 0|0{X = 207 [of|
M7 | RIS siLtel 28t T2 ofshE m ZAlZ| E2= RE IRV ShE 715Rle YeiEctn 2
it

14 Matthew A, Thomas, These Are the Generations: Identity, Covenant, and the Toledot
Formula (New York: T&T Clark International, 2011), 21-22.

15 Francis |. Andersen, The Hebrew Verbless Clause in the Pentateuch , Journal of Biblical
Literature Monograph Series, XIV (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1970), 40.
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16 Roland K. Harrison, Introduction to the Old Testament (Peabody: Prince Press,
1999), 448-53; 5t 19| 2 Numbers: An Exegetical Commentary (Wycliffe Exegetical
Commentary; Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1992), 61-63= &Z5l2}.
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Rethinking Genesis: The Sources and Authorship of the First Book of the Pentateuch
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18 Robert R. Wilson, Genealogy and History in the Biblical World (New Haven and London:
Yale University Press, 1977), 8—-10; Brevard S. Childs, /ntroduction to the Old Testament
as Scripture (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1979), 145-50.

19 7| 5&at 1%0] LIEf = ZEOf| st MSHQI Si7= ChS2 Het. Gerhard F. Hasel,
“The Genealogies of Gen 5 and 11 and their Alleged Babylonian Background,” Andrews
University Seminary Studies 16 no. 2 (1978), 361-74.
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» Abstract

A Study on the Toledot Formula in the
Pentateuch

Kang, Hwagu

Kosin University

In this study, I investigate the Toledot Formula in the Pentateuch.
The formula, which represents the expression “These are the
generation of ~”, has been received much attention from Genesis
scholarships for a long time. The Hebrew word “Toledot” itself occurs
39 times in the Old Testament, whereas the formula only occurs
13 times in the Old Testament, particularly 11 times in Genesis.
Not surprisingly, this formula is a significant expression in order to
understand the structure and the main thematic stream of Genesis. It
is possible to categorize the formula into three: the Toledot formulae
followed by narrative or genealogy, Segmented or Lineage Toledot,
and Independent or Coordinate Toledot. By exploring these features,
this study argues that the Toledot formula is a crucial function to
establish the proper structure of Genesis and that the formula makes
us focus on the main theme, that is, the promised seed.

In addition, this study expands its concern to the Pentateuch. In
doing so, we are asked why the author of the Pentateuch uses this
special expression in Numbers 3:1 once more. Throughout the
investigation, this study argues that the author intended to narrow

focus from Creation, Adam, Noah, the Patriarchs, and the twelve tribes
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of Israel to Aaronic priesthood by using the specific Toledot formula.
The life of Israelites, therefore, placing the tabernacle among their
center can be considered as a fulfillment of the mission in Eden,

which is given to the first humanity, Adam and Eve,

Key-Words: Toledot formula, the structure of Genesis, Numbers

3:1, Genealogy, genealogy of Aaron and Moses
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